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Collapsed Front Porch

House has shifted off foundation.
Strong smell of gas.






This is a High Priority Incident

Shut off the gas.
Evacuate the area until the gas has dissipated.  
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Car Crashed Into Tree

Airbags deployed.  2 Occupants.
Driver has arm injury and lacerations to face.
Triage: Delayed
Passenger has minor injuries.   
Triage: Minor






This is a Medium priority incident.   
Both patients will require first aid.   Neither is likely to die from their injuries.    
Provide first aid at the scene, and consider transporting to the division medical treatment area for additional treatment.
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Man Bleeding from Head
Young man is leaning against a tree.
Blood is soaking his shirt.
He is bleeding from a gash on his head.
He is unable to tell you what happened.
He does not follow simple commands.




This is a Flash priority incident.    

This young man has suffered a head injury and has decreased level of consciousness.   
This is a serious life-threatening injury.   

You should attempt to stop any bleeding using direct pressure to the wound. 

You should get this person to more advanced care as soon as possible.
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Hillside House Leaning Downhill

The posts and piers supporting the house have buckled.   The house is leaning down a steep hill.

If the house were to tumble down the hill, it would endanger the home below it.







Initially this is a Medium priority incident.   
You will want to determine if anyone is in either the damaged home or the house that is threatened.   If both structures are unoccupied you should flag off the hazardous areas.    
If either structure is occupied, attempt to have the occupants leave on their own power.  It is not likely safe for a rescuer to enter the damaged structure. 
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Tree Across Road

A large tree limb has fallen over the road.
The limb has broken power and utility cables when it fell, which are now laying on the road.    
There is no sparking or noise from the power lines.   The road is completely blocked.     





This is a Medium priority incident unless the blocked road is preventing evacuations, movements of emergency vehicles or is preventing the transport of injured persons.  

Assume all wires are energized.   Someone could be electrocuted.   Stay back 100ft from all wires.   

You can improve the situation by using caution tape, barricades or other items to indicate the hazard to others.
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No apparent damage







Don’t forget to log your finding on the
Rapid Needs Assessment Form
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Broken Water Main - 
Big Hole in the street

Some water is still flowing from the hole in the street, but it looks like much less water than had flowed before.    
It is possible to drive around the hole.







This is a Medium priority incident.

Someone could be injured by falling into the hole.  
You can improve the situation by using caution tape, barricades or other items to indicate the hazard.
	



[image: ]

Collapsed Garage
An attached garage has completely collapsed.  There is no indication that any one is trapped or injured inside.






This is a Low Priority incident. 

It would be a good idea to shut off the utilities for this structure.
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Flames from Gas Meter

A broken pipe at the gas meter beside the house is shooting flames about 5ft into the air.    At this time, the house is not on fire.  The flames are directed away from the house






This is a Medium priority incident. 

It is best to let burning gas burn. 

Keep the house or any surrounding vegetation from catching on fire.  

Try not to let the fire spread.
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Women attempting to get her electric gate open.  She waves you down as you approach.

Her husband is in the car and has been injured by breaking glass in the house. He has severe bleeding  from a laceration on his right arm. Some attempt to bandage the wound has been made, but the bleeding  has not stopped. Perfusion takes more than 2 seconds.  
Triage: Immediate


This is a Flash priority incident. 
You should attempt to control the bleeding using direct pressure, pressure points, and elevation. 
You should treat for shock.   You should get this person to more advanced care as soon as possible.
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Man with Chest and Arm Pain

55 year old man with chest pain radiating into left arm.  Respirations normal, perfusion < 2 sec, mental status good.    Man's wife is present. 
Triage: Minor



If we not in the midst of a disaster, this patient would be placed in the Immediate triage status.  
He has the classic signs of a heart attack. But in the midst of a disaster, it is very unlikely that he will be able to get the level of care that will help him.   

You can suggest that he find a comfortable position to sit or lie in and that he attempt to stay calm.   One of the ways to help is to have someone stay with him.    

It may be helpful to have the victim take up to 4 baby aspirin, but there are also possible contraindications.
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Woman bleeding from
 hands and feet.

Women reports that her husband is trapped inside their home by a fallen beam.





This is a High/Medium priority incident. 

You will want to control the bleeding on the woman's hands and feet, and treat for shock.  
You should convince the woman not to go back into the building. 

You will want to further investigate the situation with the trapped man. You may need to assemble a rescue team to extract the man.   But be careful to consider the hazards of entering the damaged structure.  Fallen beams are not a good indicator of a structurally sound building.   Don't endanger the rescuers.
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Cracked Masonry Chimney Leaning away from House









This is a Medium priority incident.
Caution tape or barricade material should be used to isolate the hazardous area.


[image: ]


Injured Child

Child with broken arm from falling object.




This is a Medium Priority incident. 

Splint the arm if you have the knowledge and materials to do so. 
Have someone, preferably a parent, assist the child to the neighborhood medical treatment area.
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Family unable to locate dog
They are looking for a small black and white border collie named Peppy.










This is a Low priority incident. 

You should continue and respond to higher priority incidents.
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Elderly residents

An elderly couple lives here.
Their status is unknown.
No visible damage.









This is a Low priority incident.
While you may take the time to check the house from the outside to determine if they are home, unless there is some indication of a problem you should proceed.
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No apparent damage
Someone in the house tells you everyone is OK.






Don’t forget to log your finding on the Rapid Needs Assessment Form
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House Fire – Flames Through Roof
A significant portion of this house is on fire. 
Flames are coming from the back windows and the roof.  
The yard is brushy and back up to an undeveloped hillside.



This is a Flash priority incident. 

This is a larger fire than you will be able to put out.  

The house will burn down. It is vital to keep the fire from spreading to additional homes or to the adjacent wildland. 

A large uncontrolled fire has the potential to destroy the entire neighborhood, and take many lives in the process.  

Do not enter the structure under any circumstances.
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House off of foundation
This house had a cripple wall failure.  A 2ft cripple wall has collapsed, dropping the house to the ground.





This is a Medium/Low priority incident. 

Shut off the utilities.  

Check, from outside of the structure, to see if there is anyone trapped or injured inside.
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Large cracks in the street
Unable to drive over them, able to pass on foot.







This is a Low priority incident. 

Unless, the blocked road is preventing evacuations, movements of emergency vehicles, or is preventing the transport of an injured person.
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Aggressive homeowner with Shutgun
Since you were foolish enough to approach to read the details, you have angered the man and he is chasing you with the shotgun.










This is a Flash Priority incident.
Run Away!   
Warn others!
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Fallen Chimney
An adult male was crushed by falling bricks from a chimney while he tried running out of his house during the shaking.   His legs are trapped in rubble.     
He is awake, in severe pain and breathing rapidly.   
Triage Status: Immediate





This is a High Priority incident.  

Check the area for hazards before approaching, you do not want rescuers injured by additional falling debris in an aftershock.   
   
If you can safely approach, try and calm the victim and treat for Shock.     You may need to assemble a team to extricate him from the rubble and transport him to medical care.
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Strong Smell of Propane
Large white cloud of propane gas escaping from a tank on the property.





This is a High priority incident.  

You should evacuate people from the area. 
Leaking natural gas is lighter than air, and will dissipate relatively quickly. 

Leaking propane is heavier than air, and will collect in basements, low lying areas, and will "flow" downhill.  

This pooling of gas can create a very hazardous situation.


[image: ]

Landslide
A landslide has occurred on a hillside next to a residential street.  Dirt and debris have flowed onto the road and are blocking vehicle access to several dozen homes on the hill.
A neighbor says they have a small tractor and can try and remove the debris.






This is a Low Priority incident, unless the blocked road is preventing evacuations, movements of emergency vehicles or is preventing the transport of injured persons.  

Attempting to remove debris from a landslide can cause the landslide to worsen or reactivate.
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Car hits power pole
A car has struck a power pole and wires have fallen on the car.      The driver inside is conscious.    A small amount of smoke has started to come out of the engine compartment.


This is a High priority incident.
Stay 100ft back from any electrical wires.   Assume all wires are energized.
Yell to the victim to stay in the car.
If there is imminent danger, such as a fire starts in the engine compartment:
Have the victim jump away from the car and land with both feet together.
The victim should keep ankles together and hop away to safety (at least 35 feet), or keep feet together and shuffle away (heels don’t pass toes)
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